Dear All,

        Apologies to those who have got multiple copies of this

information. Just to inform our general membership that our Sydney

Model Global Paliament took place yesterday in Macquarie Strret.

The number of MPs was down due to the proximity of exams and

assignments.

         Otherwise, I thought the day went really well. A communique

put together by

Elisabeth Wale is attached. We had an excellent group of speakers, who

all

spoke on quite different topics but all related to our theme. Our MPs

on the

day all got well into the swing of it, and we had lively debates,

which had

to be called to order at one point. I think we generated a real sense

of

global community and world citizenship.

        Thanks particularly to our members who dropped in as observers

on the day: Andrew Greig, Wali Islam and John Hegarty. You actually

added considerably to the occasion!

All the best, from

Chris Hamer.
Model Global Parliament,
Convened in the Legislative Assembly
 in the Parliament of NSW, Sydney, Australia
Friday 17 October 2014
Communiqué

Students studying at Australian universities (including Sydney, New South Wales, Macquarie, Flinders Universities and other), civilians and public servants, from Australia, Philippines, Korea, China, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Kurdistan, Ireland, United Kingdom, the Netherlands and Lebanon participated in the Model Global Parliament that was convened in the NSW Parliament House on Friday 17 October 2014. The Sydney Model Global Parliament has the honour of being the first event for the Global Week of Action for a World Parliament, 2014. 
Prior to the formal opening of the session, Mr Michael Daley, MP, welcomed the students to Parliament House, A/Prof Chris Hamer, President of the World Citizens Association, expressed his appreciation and gratitude to everyone who had made the event possible and extrapolated on the theme of today’s MGP ‘To End All Wars’. He extended a particular welcome and thank you to our new Patron, Peter Mousaferiadis. Inspirational statements were given by Mr Peter Mousaferiadis, CEO of Cultural Infusion and patron of the Model Global Parliament, Dr Zeny Edwards, UNAA Director of the International Day of Peace, Prof. Colin Wight, Department of Government and international Relations: University of Sydney, and Prof. John Keane, Sydney Democracy Network.  Mr Peter Mousaferiadis spoke on the values of identifying as a citizen of the world, promoting diversity and the importance of communication. Dr Zeny Edwards spoke on the UNAA and the Australian Government’s unacceptable track record in regards to Human Rights. Prof. Colin Wight made commented on the pursuit of peace and attempt to end war in the department of International Politics. Finally, Prof. John Keane spoke on the history of democracy and human rights. 
A group photo was taken on the steps of Parliament House.  

The formal session, the 7th Session of the MGP, opened at 10:25am with a roll call and adoption of the draft agenda. Ifti Rashid reported on the concept of the Magna Carta for the World Wide Web. A message from Oded Gilad, a committee member of the Global Week of Action for a World Parliament, was shared.
After the morning tea break at 11:25, Camilla Schippa, Executive Director of the Institute of Economics and Peace gave an introduction to introduction to the Global Peace Index, a quantitative measure of the state of peace around the globe. Model Global Parliament Agenda Item 1, including three motions, ensued. After a lunch break at 2:50, the Model Global Parliament resumed in The Legislative Assembly, and considered agenda item 2 which included three motions. After a break at 3:05, the MGP resumed to discuss agenda item 3, which entailed three motions.
Following the adoption of the motions the communiqué was adopted. The Model Global Parliament concluded with a note of thanks to all. We all stood and together affirmed our commitment to the ideals of world citizenship and a global community in the following words:

”I recognize the humanity I share with all people, and I declare myself to be a citizen of the world. 

I will uphold the universal rights of others , regardless of nationality, race, religion, age or gender, and

I will endeavour to work with my fellow citizens to create a better world.”
The following motions were voted upon:
Motion 1: Group: Commonwealth of Independent States
Motion defeated
 Noting that human rights issues are no longer relevant to individual states and that basic human and hard won civil rights over the ages are being eroded in the name of economic  policies, legitimised by the corporate sector and non -government organisations that are contracted to undertake the work of government;

The Commonwealth of Independent States calls for a debate on economic sanctions to be imposed by G-20 on member states  where they have failed to meet the measures required for the elimination of all forms of discrimination [and marginalisation[in the work force]] against [all men and women ]women as in formed in the United Nations International Treaty of September 1981, the Convention of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

 Motion 2: Africa
 Motion Carried
Recognising that the security situation in many African countries is deteriorating because of the prevalence of terrorism, food shortages and the spread of contagious diseases;

The member for Africa moves that the Global Parliament enacts greater cooperation and deliberation from a unified perspective that can and should be done to a greater extent than it is now.  Further, to instate a watchdog to ensure the stability of security in Africa.

Motion 3: Mayors of Global Cities 

Motion Carried
Noting that the Mayors of Global Cities began the process of creating a World Parliament of the Mayors of Global Cities  in The Netherlands in September 2014;

Invites this new World Parliament to be affiliated with the Model Global Parliament to lead our endeavours to create a[A1: an environmentally]sustainable [A1: , humanitarian] and peaceful environment for future generations by way of more efficient and effective urban policy planning.  [A2: Ask mayors of Urban areas to help develop and preserve rural areas and natural resources]

Motion 4: World Parliament of Religions
Motion Carried
Believing that the Model Global Parliament has a responsibility to foster opportunities for people all over the world to learn about the teachings of all the world’s religions, without fear or favour of any one religion;

Calls for a global education initiative to teach young people the basic parameters of  all the world’s religions. [A1: The curriculum will be decided on a regional basis.]

Motion 5: Volunteers Worldwide
Motion Carried
Encouraging all volunteers around the world to maintain their generosity of spirit and courage in the face of adversity;

Suggests that the Global Parliament will establish a comprehensive online global data base of all Volunteers who have the interest and capacity to be called upon for relief work and long-term projects. Further, integration of volunteerism into policy and laws for short term and long term planning and implementation.[A1: The Global Parliament will support the establishment of a global committee to determine requirements and distribute funds to promising projects] [A2: Volunteers World Wide should be able to control and regulate prospective members]. [A3: Criminal background checks for all volunteers].

Motion 5: Volunteers Worldwide
Motion Carried
Encouraging all volunteers around the world to maintain their generosity of spirit and courage in the face of adversity;

Suggests that the Global Parliament will establish a comprehensive online global data base of all Volunteers who have the interest and capacity to be called upon for relief work and long-term projects. Further, integration of volunteerism into policy and laws for short term and long term planning and implementation.[A1: The Global Parliament will support the establishment of a global committee to determine requirements and distribute funds to promising projects] [A2: Volunteers World Wide should be able to control and regulate prospective members]. [A3: Criminal background checks for all volunteers].

Motion 6: International Union for the Conservation of Nature, and North America
Motion Carried
Noting the increasing threats facing our global environment; 
Move that the Global Parliament establish an expert advisory committee to identify areas of environmental practice that are properly the subject of international law, for which it will legislate, and to consider an enforcement regime for international environmental laws.[A2: The committee to also act as an advisory body for climate/ environmental refugees]. [A1: Expert advisory committee have economic representatives].
Motion 7: North America
Motion Carried
Noting the increasing threats facing the global environment;

North America moves for the establishment of a global political and legal framework dedicated to environmental sustainability and security, to protect and preserve our environment and to encourage sustainable practices towards economic and social development. [A1: , focusing on adaption- transfer of technology and compensation].

Motion 8: Latin America
Motion Carried
Observing that states in Latin America are experiencing an increasing incidence of cross-border violence and illicit trafficking of persons, illegal substances and weapons;
Decides to create a Cooperation Pact with the Global Parliament to build the [A2: an international] capacity of the states of Latin America to reduce and eliminate illicit activities in accordance with International law. [A1: Inclusion of Motion 10].

Motion 9: International Confederation of Trade Unions
Motion Carried
Considering that much of the developing world faces serious economic and social hardship, which places great numbers of world citizens in hazardous work vocations and practices. Many of these include unskilled labor forces being hired in regions without educational standards, economic slavery which forces many to face income alternatives such as prostitution, the pressuring of youth into the cheap labor market as fodder, and the perpetuating cycle of unregulated enterprise against the most vulnerable in our international community;
Proposes legislative action to develop a universal Bill of Rights focusing on [A1: establishing an internationally appropriate minimum wage], workplace safety laws, making [A2: unpaid] child labor illegal and emphasizing importance on constructing international education standards to provide workers with the greatest opportunities possible.’
Motion 10:  Commonwealth of Independent States

Noting the incidence of trafficking in persons globally, which continues to undermine efforts at increasing peace around the world;

Calls upon the Institute for Economics and Peace to extend its measures within the Global Peace Index to include trafficking in persons as a key measure to prevent violence and the fear of violence in every country.

Endorse:
Approved
Endorses the mandate and continuation of the committee to develop a Charter for the Future of the WWW to be presented to the WWW campaign on behalf of MGP;
Reiterates that this is an opportunity for MGP as a forum  emphasizing global citizenship to shape the future of the WWW
 

